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Brief Intro

Presentation of PhD research, included 
visiting and research at CURDS, 
Newcastle university, UK

Background in transport infrastructure (in 
particular, international airports) and 
globalisation of higher education - 
academic and professional



Structure

❖ Actuality of the research 

❖ Theoretical Framework

❖ Methodology: case study

❖ Regional context (of the case)

❖ Analysis and Discussion

❖ Conclusions and 
Recommendations 



Actuality of the Research
❖ Globalization of Higher Education and image of ‘global 

university’ 

❖ Broader internationalization agenda and inclusion in 
global networks => expansion of mobilities

❖ Broaden regional engagement - ‘third mission’

❖ ==> Tensions between two engagements

❖ A need to balance and combine these two agendas => 
through mobility facilitated by transport – connectivity 



Theoretical Framework

Three pillars 

Transport 
Geography 

Geography 
of HE 

Mobilities 
Paradigm 

Academic 
mobilities 

Aeromobilities 

Academic 
aeromobilities 

Spatial Capital



Spatial Capital
❖ Derived from the theory of Habitus (P. Bourdieu): different 

forms of capital - economic, social, cultural, symbolic - are 
employed and exchanged in the fields 

❖ Mobility as capital (Murphy-Lejeune, 2002; Brooks and Waters, 
2010, etc.) lack of spatiality 

❖ space valued and exchanged as capital, among other forms of 
capitals, which are interconnected (J. Levy, 1994) ==> as 
‘mastery or command over space, the ability to make profit from 
the spatial dimension of society, to make spatial choices in terms 
of both fixed location and mobilities’ (Levy in Rerat, 2018)



Methodology

CASE STUDY  

(in-depth account of events, 
relationships, experiences and 

processes occurring in that 
particular instance) 

Expert 
Interviews Survey  Observation(s) Secondary 

data 



The Regional Context – North East and Tees Valley

One case region BUT two regions since 2015 

❖ Former - one Regional Development Agency One North East (1999 – 
2012);

❖ Now – two Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs): North East and 
Tees Valley

❖ 2 regional airports: Newcastle International and Durham Tees Valley 
International (both owned mostly by local authorities)

❖ 5 universities: Russell group and N8 Research Partnership members, 
and research-oriented (Newcastle and Durham); post-1992 or former 
polytechnics (Northumbria, Sunderland and Teesside)



Analysis and Discussion 



There is already a link

(mainly) based on a few purpose-oriented connections:

- social connections between individuals involved in both 
organizations (universities and airport) 

- commercial activities (e.g., advertising at airports) and 
meet-and-greet events

❖ But occasional character, (mostly) because of the 
identified challenges



Obstacles for the Link
❖ Complexity of universities’ structures: decentralization; 

lack of information exchange on different levels 

❖ Fragmentation of the HE sector —> no representing body

❖ Lack of presentation of universities’ expert fields

❖ Equal importance of both regional actors

❖ Exchange of data  need for systematic and embracing 
collection in the first place (both airports and 
universities)



Universities and their engagements: factors

❖ Along with the other factors (the historic path and 
orientation), the role of the internal structure: leadership 
and top management, circulation of information

❖ Role of social capital and networks: broad but low 
exchange and not enough partnerships, no platform/ 
arena to communicate

❖ visions about links with regional stakeholders on 
different levels (including airport)



– expert 38, Business, Northumbria university

“Universities think that they are facing 
businesses but probably they aren’t” 



Internationalization and mobilities 

❖ Importance of international mobility to boost the 
promotion and prestige of the university, and its place 
in ranking

❖ The factor of the ‘prestige’, ‘place in rankings’ or ‘status’ 
of university is in the top three reasons to choose a 
particular institution (together with its location and a 
particular course/research/professor)

❖  But the underestimated vision of connectivity



Academic mobilities of students (1)
Mobilities and practices of students (survey): 

❖ increase in travel (different types) with a new status - 
student;

❖ International networks, formal and informal (of both 
home and foreign students);

❖ New source of travel funding – university;

❖ Importance of transport accessibility and connectivity 
(without strong correlation to university)



Academic mobilities of students (2)
The perspective of universities (interviews and secondary 
data): 

❖ blurred approach and data collection;

❖ challenges related to mobility (at universities and 
outside); 

❖ a general problem (not only one university) and lack of 
exchange of practices and information;

❖ promoted benefits are specific



Benefits of the Link
❖ Joint research and teaching practices: advantage of 

‘local’ expertise; sustainability

❖ Exchange of data from both sides 

❖ Potential to underpin (academic) mobilities to facilitate 
broader inclusion of universities in global processes 

❖ Interconnected region as a system: the impact of 
broader and closer ties among regional actors on local 
development



Conclusions

❖ Academic mobilities is a fundamental component of 
the functioning of modern universities, and its 
international scope 

❖ Airports is a key for this fast-growing international 
connectivity

❖ Academic mobilities (of students) and regional airport 
as a property of a place – are one of the constituent parts 
of spatial capital 



Spatial Capital
❖ From mobilities to spatial capital 

❖ Spatial capital: individual and institutional

❖ By adapting it to the study of university students —> inclusion 
in the place through university’s affiliation and residency -  
where the flows originated from, and is also where the 
individual advantages of academic mobility might be applied

❖ A complex approach to different types of capitals and their 
interrelations  extend the justification of the benefits of 
academic mobilities



Some recommendations

❖ A need for revising mobilities’ activities of universities 
(as a coherent strategy) and their implementation —> to 
inform other regional stakeholders 

❖ A need for an institutional space/ platform for 
collaboration (discussion -> co-design)

❖  A further study of the links, their conditions and 
context -> to distinguish different forms of such links, 
their benefits and challenges and tackle them 



Thank you for your attention! 
I am looking for your questions and 

comments. 

alena.myshko@gssi.it 
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