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1. What actually is a university?

2. What do we mean by ‘sparsely-populated regions’?

3. Is having a university a prerequisite for sustainable regional 
development? 

4. How does the experience of the University of the Highlands & 
Islands compare with other regions?

5. How has EU Cohesion Policy made a difference?

Questions:



What actually 

is a university?  



What do we mean by 

‘sparsely populated 

regions’?

Across Europe:

• Highest – 7,527 (Brussels Capitale)

• Lowest – 3 (Norrland, Sweden)

• EU27 - 109 

(Persons per km2 – Eurostat)

Across UK:

• Highest – 5,700 (London)

• UK – 276

• Scotland – 65

• Lowest – Highland Council – 8

(Persons per km2 – ONS, Statista, 

Highland Council) 



Is having its own university a pre-requisite 
for a region’s sustainable growth?

• Peripheral, sparsely populated 

• Mountainous terrain

• Almost 100 populated islands

• Historic lack of infrastructure 

investment

• Brain drain of younger population

• Little support for R&D or Continuing 

Professional Devt

• No university - BUT a wealth of 

tertiary education and research 

institutes



The University of the Highlands and Islands

• Scotland's newest University (2011) 

• 21st century university and regional 

model

• 12 partner organisations, including: 

 Further and higher education colleges

 Specialist colleges

 Research institutions

• Learning centres linked by technology 

• Was the largest user of video 

conferencing for education in Europe 

(Covid impact?)



University 

of the 

Arctic



Has EU Cohesion Policy made a 

difference?• Partnership

• Policy

• Investment

• New model for higher education delivery in a sparsely 

populated, peripheral region

• Profile

• European and international partnerships and networks

• Stronger region

• And – RESILIENCE!








