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AGENDA
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▪ Aims and Scope of Research Project(s)
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CONTEXT: TRANSFORMATION OF GERMAN LIGNITE MINING AREAS

Lusatian Mining Area

Central German
Mining Area

Rhenisch
Mining Area
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AIMS AND SCOPE OF RESEARCH PROJECT(S)

▪ Supplemenation of funding programme evaluations

▪ How do satisfaction with life in general and satisfaction with specific areas of life develop over time?

▪ Which issues are considered most pressing or concerning by local actors and population?

▪ Comparisons within and between mining areas

▪ Which context factors significantly influence development (of satisfaction and concerns)?

▪ How does local history and identity factor into the acceptance and individual evaluation of development?
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DATA: GERMAN SOCIO-ECONOMIC PANEL (SOEP) 

▪ representative longitudinal study of private households

▪ Sub-datasets include:

▪ Refugees

▪ Youths

▪ Parents

▪ #SOEPcoal: oversampling in lignite mining regions from 2022 onwards:

▪ 2,215 households, 2,889 individuals

▪ Weighted according to register-based cencus

Access to data and 

documentation in English: 

https://www.diw.de/en/diw_01.c.

615551.en/research_infrastructur

e__socio-

economic_panel__soep.html

https://www.diw.de/en/diw_01.c.615551.en/research_infrastructure__socio-economic_panel__soep.html
https://www.diw.de/en/diw_01.c.615551.en/research_infrastructure__socio-economic_panel__soep.html
https://www.diw.de/en/diw_01.c.615551.en/research_infrastructure__socio-economic_panel__soep.html
https://www.diw.de/en/diw_01.c.615551.en/research_infrastructure__socio-economic_panel__soep.html
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SELECTED RESULTS

▪ gradual approximation of life

satisfaction, but long-lasting effects

of regional history

▪ Similar to objective indicators, 

convergence slows down in recent

years
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SELECTED RESULTS

▪ Focus on economy-related aspects

of life

▪ Overall East/West discrepancies, 

but all discrepancies are marginal
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SELECTED RESULTS

▪ Large discrepancies between

concerns about individual situation

and collective development

▪ Discrepancies in concerns between

areas far more noticeable than in 

satisfaction
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SELECTED RESULTS

▪ Regional discrepancies increase in recent years after a period of relative convergence

▪ Higher volatility of concerns about abstract, collective development than individual situation
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SELECTED RESULTS

▪ So far, no clear correlation between settlement structure and concerns
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SELECTED RESULTS

▪ Counties within lignite mining areas differ widely in regards to net migration
▪ Tendencies:

▪ Lusatian and Central German areas shrink
▪ Rhenish mining area grows

▪ No clear correlation to life satisfaction
▪ Hints of correlation between net migration and satisfaction with household income
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SELECTED RESULTS

▪ Hints at negative correlations

between GDP per capita and 

economy-related concerns
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SELECTED RESULTS

▪ Hints at negative correlation

between cumulative net migration

and concerns
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CONCLUSION

▪ At least for the presented cases, concerns are more informative than survey data on satisfaction when analysing

regional inequalities and developments

▪ Significant discrepancies between concerns about individual situation and collective development

▪ Potential implications for (political) communication

▪ Analysis of context factors ongoing
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(UPCOMING) PUBLICATIONS

“Life Satisfaction in German Lignite Mining Regions –
Between Individual Well-Being and Collective 
Concerns“

https://www.bbsr.bund.de/BBSR/DE/veroeffentlichun
gen/analysen-kompakt/2025/ak-04-
2025.html;jsessionid=118269E024D83B3D1B99D1426
DE041BB.live11294

https://www.bbsr.bund.de/BBSR/DE/veroeffentlichungen/analysen-kompakt/2025/ak-04-2025.html;jsessionid=118269E024D83B3D1B99D1426DE041BB.live11294
https://www.bbsr.bund.de/BBSR/DE/veroeffentlichungen/analysen-kompakt/2025/ak-04-2025.html;jsessionid=118269E024D83B3D1B99D1426DE041BB.live11294
https://www.bbsr.bund.de/BBSR/DE/veroeffentlichungen/analysen-kompakt/2025/ak-04-2025.html;jsessionid=118269E024D83B3D1B99D1426DE041BB.live11294
https://www.bbsr.bund.de/BBSR/DE/veroeffentlichungen/analysen-kompakt/2025/ak-04-2025.html;jsessionid=118269E024D83B3D1B99D1426DE041BB.live11294
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(UPCOMING) PUBLICATIONS

▪ Atlas “Quality of Life in Lignite Mining Regions“
▪ Companion Volume „Methods and 

Operationalisation“
▪ Dashboard and Storymaps

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/637afd3
045b6476a97150ab332205622/

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/637afd3045b6476a97150ab332205622/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/637afd3045b6476a97150ab332205622/


17

contact: stefanie.vedder@bbr.bund.de

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!
©BBSR KRE2

mailto:stefanie.vedder@bbr.bund.de

	Standardabschnitt
	Slide 1:  Worries and Satisfaction: Using Subjective Indicators to map Regional Inequalities  Dr Stefanie Vedder,  Federal Institute for Research on Building, Urban Affairs and Spatial Development (BBSR), Department “People and Regions in Transition – Sub
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17


