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Island Policy: What does it mean 
and how to do it well?

Francesco Sindico

Professor of International 
Environmental Law

European Policies Research 

Centre, University of Strathclyde

Glasgow, 26 February 2025
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2019 National Islands Plan 
consultation (consultant)

2021-2024 Carbon Neutral 
Islands project lead 
(secondment)

2024 – CNI Capital investment 
board and European Islands 
Policy Network (university)
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Island policy?
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Article 3(2) “set[s] out the main objectives and strategy of 
the Scottish Ministers in relation to improving outcomes for 
island communities that result from, or are contributed to 
by, the carrying out of functions of a public nature”. 

2025 2nd NIP
2024 

Consultation
2023 Review2020 1st NIP

2019 
Consultation
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Act, article 8(1) “A relevant authority must prepare 

an island communities impact assessment in 

relation to a) policy, (b) strategy, or (c) service,

which, in the authority's opinion, is likely to 

have an effect on an island community which is 

significantly different from its effect on other 

communities (including other island communities) 

in the area in which the authority exercises its 
functions.”
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Memorandum of Understanding 
Establishing the European Islands Policy 
Network (EIPN)

Article 1.1 “The objective of the MoU is to 
enable the exchange of good practices 
in the development and 
implementation of island policy that is 
tangibly conducive to increased 
wellbeing, sustainability and resilience 
for island communities. By good 
practices we mean information, 
knowledge and experience, development 
and promotion of cooperation.”

▪ University of 
Strathclyde will 
act as the EIPN 
Secretariat
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Good 
island 
policy

Trust and 
confidence

Data and 
indicators

Strategic 
clarity

Budget and 
additionality
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“The key learning has been the building of trusting 

relationships, and that is as, if not more, important than 

any plans or strategies.” -

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/performance/spotlight-

services/11 

External 

Internal

Island 
proofing

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/performance/spotlight-services/11
https://www.shetland.gov.uk/performance/spotlight-services/11
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Good Enough Data for Fast 

but Just Climate Action



X
 
 
 
F

A
C

U
L

T
Y

 
O

F
 
H

U
M

A
N

I
T

I
E

S
 
&

 
S

O
C

I
A

L
 
S

C
I
E

N
C

E
S

Is the work of the Government intended to create a 
platform for jobs to be created through the work of the 
private sector. Or is the work of the Government to 
identify those areas / services in which the private sector 
does not have an incentive to operate, and in those areas 
/ services create and maintain jobs needed for the 
prosperity of islands? Or is it both? 

Good 
island 
policy

Trust and 
confidence

Data and 
indicators

Strategic 
clarity

Budget and 
additionality
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